
Trust Response to Hornsby Council Infrastructure Levy 

As indicated in our previous Bulletin, at our AGM and with your rates notice, Hornsby Council has proposed to 
introduce an Infrastructure Levy of 5.8% on your rates for 20 years starting in July 2010. 

Council has proposed to use the levy to raise a loan to fund the following projects: 

•	 Replacement of the Hornsby Aquatic Centre ($15 - 20 Mil). The Aquatic centre is structurally unsound 
and would have to be closed if it is not rebuilt. The Trust supported this proposal as the Aquatic Centre 
is a major facility for the Shire widely used by residents and schools. 

•	 Old Mans Valley in Hornsby - development of an oval plus either a smaller sporting field or passive 
recreation areas ($15 mil). The Trust has asked that Council not proceed with this project and redirect 
the expenditure to projects throughout the Shire, including upgrading and drainage of Cheltenham 
Oval. 

•	 Repladng the Pedestrian Overbridge in Hornsby ($4 mil). This bridge is becoming unstable and far too 
small for the pedestrian traffic that uses it. The Trust considered that Council should not be funding the 
replacement of the overbridge as it crosses a main road and funding should be sought from RTA or 
advertising. This money could be spent on much needed works throughout the Shire. 

•	 $1.5 mil for projects in each ward. The Trust considered that this amount is totally inadequate for 
urgently needed works and that the $19 mil from Old Mans Valley and the Pedestrian Overbridge 
should be added to this allocation. 

The Trust also nominated the following projects for our ward: 

•	 Hull Road footpath. The Trust receives frequent complaints about safety issues in Hull Road. There is 
no footpath so pedestrians have to walk on the road. It is dangerous, especially for those with prams. 
There are difficult intersections and the traffic generally travels at excessive speeds. After rain the 
drains block with leaves and water covers the road, increasing the danger. The cost of a footpath has 
been estimated by Council at $93,000. 

•	 Cheltenham Oval drainage. This oval becomes waterlogged and is dangerous to use after rain. It is well 
used by the public, sporting groups and schools. Due to shallow depth of soil over the underlying rock, 
this would require excavation and backfilling at a cost of some $250,000. 

•	 Kirkham Street Traffic lights. Many years ago we were promised lights at Kirkham Street and Beecroft 
Road. This intersection is dangerous for pedestrians, including school children, and traffic. Without 
lights, traffic diverts down the narrow, tree-lined Boronia Avenue to enter Beecroft Road at 
Cheltenham Road. 

•	 Murray Farm Road M2 bridge subsidence. Subsidence and corrugations in the road on both sides of 
this bridge make the road surface dangerous. Repairs are urgently needed. 

•	 Footpath to Cheltenham Oval. The footpath from Murray Road to Castle Howard Road is extremely 
dangerous and needs replacing before a serious accident occurs for which Council would be liable. 

•	 Local maintenance issues were raised including the need for repairs to the car parks at Beecroft, 
maintenance of gardens at Beecroft, regular street sweeping, footpath restoration and the acquisition 
of land for open space and bushland reserves. 

50 Years of Tree Preservation in the Bushland Shire. 

On March 31, 1960, Hornsby Shire Council passed a motion to introduce statutory protection for trees within 
the Shire for the first time. The motion was put forward by then Councillor Max Ruddock, later Shire President, 
NSW Member for The Hills and father of our present Member for Berowra, the Hon Philip Ruddock. The motion 
was that Council invoke Clause 40 of the County of Cumberland Planning Scheme Ordinance, which prohibited 
the ringbarking, cutting down, topping lopping or wilful destruction of any tree, except with written consent. 
This led to Council's current Tree Preservation Order 

This action was designed not only to preserve trees but to end the practice of bulldozing all timber from 
subdivisions and rearranging the topsoil to suit the boundaries of individual blocks - a practice which interfered 
with natural drainage patterns and led to soil erosion. Over the years, the Tree Preservation Order has helped 
to preserve the bushland character of Hornsby Shire and provide habitat for native wildlife and birds. Today 
over 70% of Hornsby Shire is covered with bushland, hence the name 'The Bushland Shire'. 


